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Fall 2013
The University of M ontana , D ep ar tm en t  of Art
ART 321, section 01, Painting II: Contemporary Themes, 3 Credits
Prereq, ART 240/ARTZ 221 
Instructor: Kevin Bell
Office: Room 410, Fine Art Building kev in .bell@ um ontana .edu  Email is t h e  bes t  w ay to  reach 
me.
Office Flours: W ednesdays  3:00-4:00
M eeting tim es: 10:10-12:00pm, M ondays and W ednesdays ,  FA 404
COURSE DESCRIPTION (catalogue): "D evelopm ent of painting skills and concep ts  with an 
em phasis  on co n tem p o ra ry  ideas, process and materials. Studio practicum, lectures, critiques, 
reading and writing."
COURSE OBJECTIVES: At painting's (and art 's)  core  is th e  exploration of ideas. This class will 
engage  with co n tem p o ra ry  th e m e s  and will ask you to  re spond  with your own "take" on a 
variety of ideas im portan t  to  m odern  culture. Many assignm ents  this te rm  are  inspired by th e  
topics of m ajor national a rt exhibitions. Your work th e re fo re  will parallel th e  discourse in th e  
g re a te r  a r t  world and wider culture.
C ontem porary  painting is no t just  o ne  style or outlook, bu t is in fact open  to  a w ide variety of 
possibilities, from  new  ways of working and combining to  unexpec ted  subject m a tte r .  During 
this class w e  will utilize experim enta l and nontraditional,  a l ternative  m e th o d s  app ro ach es  so 
im por tan t  to  artists working today.
FORMAT:
Painting Assignments. The majority of ou r  t im e  will be sp e n t  painting. While m uch of th e  class 
will be  sp e n t  on several larger ass ignm ents , w e  will also have several smaller exercises so th a t  
you b ecom e familiar with various new  processes. While each  project provides s truc tu re ,  I 
encourage  you to  in te rp re t  loosely and creatively, based  on your personal in te res ts  and 
direction. Accompanying m ost  m ajor assignm ents  will be  a w rit ten  description available on 
Moodle.
Demonstrations. At several points  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  te rm  I will be  dem o n s tra t in g  various 
techn iques ,  including printing with paint, encaustic , digital and various gessoes.
Reading. Periodically I will be  assigning you readings th a t  re la te  to  assignm ents  and issues 
ad d ressed  in class. They will be on Moodle, and you are  required  to  read  them ! I ask th a t  you 
keep  a journal recording your im pressions from th e  reading, and I will be  collecting th e m  
periodically.
Critiques. Critiques a re  valuable to  artists a t  all s tages of th e ir  career. These discussions allow 
s tu d en ts  to  learn from  each o th e r  and the ir  instructor, eva lua te  them selves ,  and to  utilize the ir  
growing visual vocabulary. I will guide th e s e  discussions and offer my feedback, bu t ultimately 
expect th e  class as a w hole  to  speak  m ore  th a n  myself in re sponse  to  each  o th e r 's  artwork. 
Please com e ready to  ta lk and offer your insights and suggestions.
Presentations. Looking a t  o th e r  artists is im por tan t  to  your d ev e lo p m en t  as a painter. Learning 
how o th e rs  use paint and app roach  different subjects  can add d e p th  and richness to  your work. 
To this end, I will ask you to  read  a b o u t  an artist, research images and p re sen t  a short  discussion 
to  th e  rest of th e  class. You will select any artis t of your choice, bu t h e /sh e  m ust  be living and 
you m ust  provide m e  with a link for  approval.
Homework: Expect to  spend  5 hours a w eek  ou ts ide  of class. If you a re  no t sure  w h a t  you need  
to  be doing over th e  w eekend , m ake sure  you com e see  m e befo re  you leave on W ednesday 's  
class. This s tudio is available for your use w h en  no o th e r  class is m eeting. (No classes are 
scheduled  in this s tudio on Friday, Saturday and Sunday and a re  a perfec t t im e  to  work.)
PARTICIPATION. Participation is an im por tan t  part  of this course , and you will be  expec ted  to  
engage  in every class. Please m ake sure  you show  up will all m aterial each  class.
GRADING AND ASSESSMENT 
Grades will reflect
•  Quality of w ork (75%)
o Completion of ass ignm ent with a high level of co m m itm en t,  
o Understanding  of new  concep ts  
o Willingness to  tak e  chances
•  P resen ta tion  (5%)
• Participation (20%)
o A ttendance  
o Contributions to  critiques 
o Classroom e tiq u e t te ,  and facility care  
If you a re  presen t ,  engaged  and working to  un d ers tan d  new  things, p rogress will com e 
inevitably.
I will give you verbal feedback  on each of your paintings during scheduled  g roup  critiques and 
th ro u g h  w rit ten  co m m en ts  on com ple ted  assignm ents. A final on e-o n -o n e  critique will be 
scheduled  a t  t h e  end  of te rm  to  discuss your work. Additionally, I would  be happy to  m e e t  
be fo re  this to  discuss your progress if you wish.
Attendance: Success in painting is a lm ost  entirely a function of effort. It is im por tan t  to  arrive 
on t im e, with all materials, and be ready  to  work. Usually a t  t h e  beginning of each class I will 
discuss im por tan t  concep ts  and issues th a t  will guide th e  day 's  ass ignm ent, and each 
ass ignm ent builds on previous work. It is therefore nearly impossible to make up missed class 
and it is essential that you are com mitted to arriving on tim e and attending every class. M ore 
th a n  3 missed classes or  consis ten t la teness  will result in a low ered grade. (For exam ple, from 
B+ to  B).
If you miss a class, please ask a fellow c lassm ate  a b o u t  w h a t  you missed. It is often  very hard to  
find a t im e  to  m e e t  and sum m arize  th e  class for  you. Instead of contacting m e  to  find o u t  w ha t  
you missed, instead have t h e  email of a t  least o ne  fellow c lassm ate  you can contact.  I will post 
all lectures and ass ignm ents  on Moodle.
MATERIALS.
You are  w elcom e to  w ork in e i the r  acrylic o r  oil, which ever is your personal prefe rence . If you 
choose  oil, you MUST m ake underpain tings in acrylic, as to o  m uch solvent on a canvas p roduces 
harmful vapors.
Student Conduct Code
"All s tu d en ts  m ust  practice academ ic  honesty . Academic m isconduct is sub jec t to  an academ ic 
penalty  by th e  course  instructor  a n d /o r  disciplinary sanction by th e  University. All s tu d en ts  
n eed  to  be familiar with th e  S tuden t  Conduct Code. The Code is available for review online a t 
http://life.umt.edlu/VPSA/name/StudlentCondluctCodle."
Disabling Condition:
"The University of M ontana  assu res  equal access to  instruction th ro u g h  collaboraton b e tw een  
s tu d en ts  with disabilities, instructors, and Disability for S tuden ts  (DSS). If you think you have a 
disability adversely affecting your academ ic  perfo rm ance, and you are  no t already registered  
with DSS, p lease  con tac t  DSS in Lommasson 154. I will w ork with you and DSS to  provide an 
ap p ro p r ia te  accom m odation"
W ithdraw al Policy
Specifics available a t  this w eb  address:  h t tp : / /w w w 2 .u m t.e d u /c a ta lo g /a cp o lp ro .h tm  
Health and Safety
The UM Art D ep ar tm en t  uses environm entally  sound  m ethods . Required m aterials  from  your 
supply list are  in compliance. Gamsol is th e  only allowable solvent in th e  painting a rea  because  
of its relatively low arom atic  vapors and evapora tion  ra te  (20% in th r e e  hours). Even still, do no t 
leave any con ta ine r  of Gamsol open  for a prolonged period. All o thers , including tu rp e n t in e  and 
Odorless Mineral Spirits are  prohibited. You a re  individually responsible  for clean up a t  t h e  end 
of each session in this classroom (either  in or ou t  of class time). Use of th e  w o o d sh o p  pow er 
too ls  is voluntary, and all users m us t  com ple te  a pow er tool orien ta tion . No c rea tu res  or 
children will be  allowed in th e  s tudios during class tim e  or open  s tudio tim es. No food or 
beverage  conta iners  will be  a llowed in t h e  Art D ep ar tm en t  facilities w h en  art-making is in 
progress. All a r t  work m ust  be picked up by th e  M onday  af te r  finals w eek  or it will be discarded.
Building Access
The use of s tudio space  requires cu rren t  en ro llm en t in a specific s tudio  course, as course fees 
a re  used to  purchase  supplies. Those no t currently  enrolled will be  asked to  leave. Building 
hours  a re  7 :00am  to  11:00pm daily. Fridays are  o p en  s tudio day in th e  ar t  building—no classes 
a re  scheduled.
Art Student Collective
The collective is a s tu d e n t  -o rg an ized  and s tuden t- led  g roup  th a t  sponsors  art-re la ted  
workshops, events , and th e  Annual Juried S tuden t  Art Show. M em bers  m e e t  regularly. Look for 
informational poste rs  in th e  Art Building.
Events in the Departm ent
h t tp : / /u m a r td e p a r tm e n t .w o rd p re s s
